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Witness Protection Scheme
Guardians of Truth: Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 

(BNSS) 2023 Unveils the Shield of Witness Protection

Witnesses: Pillars of 
Justice, Voices of Truth
Witnesses play a pivotal role as the 
‘eyes and ears of justice,’ guiding the 
court towards truth and justice. The 
law aims to protect witnesses from 
harm and ensure their safety.

Section 398: A Game-Changer 
in Witness Safety
This groundbreaking addition ensures that 
witness safety becomes an integral part of 
the criminal procedural framework whereby 
every State Government is mandated 
under Section 398 to prepare and notify a 
Witness Protection Scheme (WPS). 

Witness Protection: 
Upholding the Right to  
Testify Without Fear
The new law for the Witness Protection 
Scheme stands as a formidable shield, 
safeguarding witnesses against threats, 
intimidation, and injury.

Witnesses, Our Silent Heroes: 
Advocating for Justice
The new law clearly emphasises that 
Witness Protection is not just a legal 
provision but a commitment to Justice.

Safeguarding Justice: 
Witness Protection 
Scheme 
A significant stride: Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS)  2023 
introduces the Witness Protection 
Scheme, acknowledging the critical 
need to shield witnesses from threats 
and intimidation.

  
Responsive Legal 
Framework: Aligning with 
Judicial Observations
The State Governments are entrusted 
to prepare and notify a Witness 
Protection Scheme. A  ‘Witness 
Protection Scheme, 2018 has been 
drafted and endorsed by the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court  in its judgment in 
Mahendra Chawla v UOI. They are 
aimed at guarding the society against 
criminal misconduct, deterring law-
breakers and penalising those who 
violate or attempt to violate laws, and 
protecting witnesses from harm and 
ensuring their safety.
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¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f ¹fûþ³ff
Àf¨¨ffBÊ IZY ÀfÔSXÃfIY: ·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff (¶feE³fEÀfEÀf), 2023 

³fZ ¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f IYe PXf»f IYf A³ffUSX¯f dIY¹ff!

¦fUfWX: ³¹ff¹f IZY À°fÔ·f, Àf°¹f IYe 
AfUfþ
¦fUfWX k³¹ff¹f IYe AfÔJ AüSX IYf³fl IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ AQf»f°f 
IYû Àf°¹f AüSX ³¹ff¹f IYe dQVff ¸fZÔ ¸ff¦fÊQVfÊ³f IYSX³fZ ¸fZÔ 
¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ ·fcd¸fIYf d³f·ff°fZ WX`ÔÜ IYf³fc³f IYf CXïZV¹f ¦fUfWXûÔ 
IYû ³fbIYÀff³f ÀfZ ¶f¨ff³ff AüSX CX³fIYe ÀfbSXÃff Àfbd³fd›°f 
IYSX³ff WX`Ü
  

³¹ff¹f IYe ÀfbSXÃff: ¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f 
¹fûþ³ff
EIY ¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ ´fi¦fd°f: ·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff 
ÀfÔdWX°ff, 2023 ³fZ ¦fUfWXûÔ IYû ²f¸fdIY¹fûÔ AüSX OXSXf³fZ-
²f¸fIYf³fZ ÀfZ ¶f¨ff³fZ IYe ¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ AfUV¹fIY°ff IYû 
ÀUeIYfSX IYSX°fZ WXbE ¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f ¹fûþ³ff IYe VfbøYAf°f 
IYeÜ
  

CXØfSXQf¹fe IYf³fc³fe PXfÔ¨ff: ³¹ffd¹fIY 
dMX´´fd¯f¹fûÔ IZY Àff±f °ff»f¸fZ»f
SXfª¹f ÀfSXIYfSXûÔ IYû ¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f ¹fûþ³ff °f`¹ffSX IYSX³fZ 
AüSX CXÀfZ Ad²fÀfcd¨f°f IYSX³fZ IYf Ad²fIYfSX dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff W`XÜ 
¦f½ffWX ÀfaSXÃf¯f 2018 IYf ´fiføY´f °f`¹ffSX WXû ¦f¹ff W`X AüSX 
¸ff³f³fe¹f Àf½fûÊ©f ³¹ff¹ff»f¹f ³fZ ¸fWZÔXýi ¨ff½f»ff ¶f³ff¸f 
·ffSX°f Àfa§f ¸fZÔ dQE ¦fE A´f³fZ d³f¯fÊ¹f ¸fZÔ BXÀfZ ÀfaÀ°fbd°f 
·fe QZ Qe W`XÜ BXÀfIYf CXïZV¹f Af´fSXfd²fIY Af¨fSX¯f IZY 
dJ»ffRY Àf¸ffþ IYe SXÃff IYSX³ff, IYf³fc³f °fûOÞX³fZ Uf»fûÔ 
IYû SXûIY³ff AüSX QZVf IZY IYf³fc³fûÔ IYf CX»»fÔ§f³f IYSX³fZ ¹ff 
´fi¹ffÀf IYSX³fZ Uf»fûÔ IZY A»ff½ff ¦f½ffWXûÔ IYe ÀfbSXÃff IYû 
Àfbd³fdV¨f°f IYSX³ff AüSX CX³WZÔX ³fbIYÀff³f ÀfZ ¶f¨ff³ff W`XÜ 

²ffSXf 398: ¦fUfWX ÀfbSXÃff IZY d»fE 
¸fWX°½f´fc¯fÊ IYQ¸f X
¹fWX A·fc°f´fcUÊ UÈdð Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°fe WX` dIY ¦fUfWXûÔ IYe ÀfbSXÃff 
Af´fSXfd²fIY ´fidIiY¹ff°¸fIY PXfÔ¨fZ IYf EIY Ad·f³³f AÔ¦f ¶f³f þfE AüSX 
´fi°¹fZIY SXfª¹f ÀfSXIYfSX IYû ²ffSXf 398 IZY °fWX°f ¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f ¹fûþ³ff 
(OX¶»¹fc´feEÀf) °f`¹ffSX IYSX³fZ AüSX Ad²fÀfcd¨f°f IYSX³fZ IYf AfQZVf dQ¹ff 
¦f¹ff WX`Ü

¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f: d¶f³ff dIYÀfe OXSX IZY 
¦fUfWXe QZ³fZ IZY Ad²fIYfSX IYû IYf¹f¸f 
SXJ³ff
¦fUfWX ÀfÔSXÃf¯f ¹fûþ³ff IZY d»fE ³f¹ff IYf³fc³f EIY ¸fþ¶fc°f PXf»f IZY 
øY´f ¸fZÔ JOÞXf WX`, þû ¦fUfWXûÔ IYû ²f¸fdIY¹fûÔ, OXSXf³fZ-²f¸fIYf³fZ AüSX ¨fûMX 
ÀfZ ¶f¨ff°ff WX`Ü

¦fUfWX, WX¸ffSXZ ¸fcIY ³ff¹fIY: ³¹ff¹f IYe 
UIYf»f°f
³f¹ff IYf³fc³f À´fá ÷Y´f ÀfZ BÀf ¶ff°f ´fSX þûSX QZ°ff WX` dIY ¦fUfWX 
ÀfÔSXÃf¯f dÀfRYÊ EIY IYf³fc³fe ´fifU²ff³f ³fWXeÔ WX`, ¶fd»IY ¹fWX ³¹ff¹f IZY 
d»fE ´fid°f¶fð°ff WX`Ü

 


